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HE sale by the Government of the United States 
in a of Newspaper and Periodical stamps of the 
Periodical 1895 issue, at the uniform price of $5.00 per 
Stamps. * set, began as we were sending out the March 
number of our Journal, and that reprinting had 
been resorted to was discovered by us just in time to prepare a special insert 
for the information of our readers. To the majority of stamp collectors the 
iniquity of the Government’s action will be plainly apparent, but there still 
exist some people who appear to think that it is good policy to throw dust 
into the eyes of collectors and blind them as to the true inwardness of certain 
proceedings. The Metropolitan Philatelist, in its issue of March 11, dis- 
tinguishes itself by a very wise disquisition upon what a reprint really is, 
which is little short of ridiculous, in view of the fixed meaning of the word in 
philatelic circles and literature, and compares the reprinting of the News 
paper stamps to the frequent printings of stamps which are in current use 
and the supplies of which must, of course, be renewed from time to time 
Our contemporary also tries to prove that the cry of reprints is probably un- 
justified, and that there is no reason why the Government should not have 
had on hand a sufficiently large stock to make up the fifty thousand sets 
required. 
We quote as follows from the article in the Metropolitan Philatelist : 


Newspaper and 


‘* The combination in opposition to their issue having failed to prevent the Government 
from making the sale, which has proved popular beyond the utmost dreams of its supporters 
has now reverted to new tactics and is endeavoring to prevent collectors who did not succeed 
in securing a set, from buying from the thoughtful ones who bought two. The cry is 
reprints. A beautiful word because it means so much or so little. The current 2c stamp is 
reprinted daily and yet the sapient ones would have us believe that a certain stamp printed 
from a new plate at a different time, in a new shade, is not a reprint, while another stamp 
printed from the same plate is a ‘reprint,’ a word understood by the small boy collector to 
signify some dreadful sort of a counterfeit. As to how many different printings have been 
made of the newspaper stamps we do not know, nor do we believe that any other collector 
can tell. These stamps were not in public use and up to the present time every stamp in the 
hands of collectors was obtained in some more or less unauthorized way. Thus the shades 
could vary, the paper and gum be changed, and no collector be any the wiser. The sets in 
the collections of prominent amateurs are of the first printing and probably are from the sets 
sent to Berne. The sets lately sold by the Government are from various printings, showing 
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varieties in paper, tint and gum. Among the lots secured by a prominent firm are specimens 
of all except the five dollars, on what is supposed to be the first paper, and all the high 
values on a better and whiter paper ; in some sets the first paper predominates, in others the 
second. So far it is impossible to determine which is the commoner, and as very few 
collectors will endeavor to make sets on both papers it is not likely that the matter will ever 
be settled. We have been unable to learn of any amateur who is willing to pay more for one 
variety than the other, but we do know of one dealer who exchanged those of the so-called 
first paper for that of the second, and to oblige another collector, made similar changes in 
the other direction. An argument has been used that the government would not keep 
50,000 $100 stamps on hand, which would represent $5,000,000. As a matter of fact in the 
large offices where the bulk of the business of the country is done, more high values are used 
than small ones, and for years there has been talk of issuing a $200 stamp. 

$5,000,000 looks like a large amount, but the cost of printing is but a trifle more than 
the same number of Ic stamps, and as they are usable only by the government and were, in 
fact, nothing but a control stamp, there was no chance of their being stolen, to the detriment 
of the government over the cost of printing. Thus the large stock argument is as futile as 
the others.” 


When we published our statement in March we did not put it forth as a 
theory on our part but we knew what we were talking about and knew that 
reprinting had been resorted to, our information having been explicit and 
direct. Before the end of February we were in possession of the exact list 
of the quantities remaining on hand when the issue of these sets was decided 
upon, but at that time we were not at liberty to make use of the figures. 
They have since been published, and hence we need no longer hesitate to 
reveal the information which we then received. There was a sufficient stock 
of all values from 1c to $2, but there was not a sufficient quantity of a single 
one of the higher values, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing having only 
the following stock to hold at the disposition of the Post Office Department 


$ 5 155 
10 11,640 
20 8,780 
50° 16,245 
100 7,685 


In order to make up the fifty thousand sets required all of these values 
were reprinted and the majority of the sets sold to collectors will, of course, 
contain reprints of all the five values mentioned, while all the sets sold with 
the exception of 155 will contain reprints of the $5 stamp instead of originals. 
It is a fact that the Government has made $250,000 out of the transaction 
and that many collectors have been made happy by the possession of a set 
of such beautiful stamps at so low a price. If, however, these results are to 
excuse the action of our Government, there is no reason why it should not 
go generally into the pictorial business and sell pretty pictures of all kinds, 
in sets, at a fixed sum. 


Catalogue for Advanced Collectors. 


The usual instalment of this work is omitted this month in order to 
allow further time for examination of some of the provisional stamps of the 
Confederate States, with which subject the Catalogue will be continued in 
our next number. 











The Postage Stamps of the United States, 


By JoHN N. Lurr, 
(Copyrighted. All rights reserved.) 
(Continued from page 136.) 

CARRIERS’ STAmMps.—Continued 

NEW YORK,N. Y. 


To the city of New York belongs the distinction of placing in use the 
second stamp in the world and the first in the United States. This was a 
stamp of the City Despatch Post, issued in 1842. This post was a private 
enterprise and belongs to the large and interesting group of local posts. At 
the same time its history is so involved with that of the government earrier 
service in this city—which was modelled upon and succeeded the private 
post—that one cannot thoroughly consider the one without the other. In 
addition to this, a few stamps of the City Despatch Post were used provis- 
ionally by its official successor, the United States City Despatch Post. 


GrReEIc’sS City DESPATCH PosT. 


In the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for June, 1894, (page 284) 
we find an article on the subject of this post, written by Charles Windsor, 
the son of its originator. At the commencement he says: ‘‘ The founder, 
sole proprietor, manager and director was Henry Thomas Windsor, a London 
merchant, then on a visit to the United States, and residing temporarily in 
the suburb of Hoboken.” In traveling through the country Mr. Windsor, 
who was familiar with the English postal system, was struck with the inef- 
ficiency of the postal arrangements and the excessive charges. He decided, 
as a business venture, to establish a private post in New York city. He as- 
sociated with him his friend Alexander M. Greig, in whose name the post 
was established, with the idea that it would be more successful under the 
name of a well-known resident than under that of a stranger and alien. 


The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for May 1872, reproduces the 
eollowing circular 


NEW YORK CITY DESPATCH POST 
Principal Office, 46 William Street 


rhe necessity of a medium of communication by letter from one part of the City to an- 
other, being universally admitted, and the Penny Post, lately existing, having been relin- 
quished, the opportunity has been embraced to re-organize it under an entirely new proprie- 
tary and management, and upon a much more comprehensive basis, by which Despatch, 
Punctuality and Security,—those essential elements of success,—may at once be attained, 
and the inconvenience now experienced be entirely removed. 

The Proprietors of the ‘‘City Despatch Post” enter upon the undertaking with an ear- 
nest impression of its responsibilities, and with a full determination so to perform the re- 
juired duties as to merit the confidence and support of their fellow-citizens. They have 
engaged the most efficient and trustworthy Assistants and Letter Carriers, and no expense 
will be spared to bring the whole advantage of a well-considered system into active opera- 
tion. 

The following is a brief outline of the plan: 

BRANCH OFFICES.—Letter Boxes are placed throughout every part of the City in con- 
spicuous places; and all letters deposited therein, not exceeding two ounces in weight, wil] 
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be punctually delivered thiee times a day, at 9, 1, and 4 o'clock, at three cents each; option 
being given, cither to free the letter, in the manner shown in the following regulations, o1 
leave the postage to be collected of the party to whom the letter is addressed. 

Post-Paip LET1 ERS.—Letters which the writers desire to send free, must have a free 
stamp affixed tothem. An ornamental stamp has been prepared for this purpose, and may 
be procured at the Principal Office as above, or at those stores which will be advertised in 
the daily papers as having authority to sell them. The charge will be 36 cents per dozen, 
or 2 dols. 50 cents per hundred; the reduction of price for the larger quantity being made 
with a view to the accommodation of those parties sending a considerable number of cir- 
culars, accopnts, &c. Parcels not exceeding 1 lb. in weight will be charged a proportionate 
rate. 


NO MONEY MUST BE PUT INTO THE BOXES. 


All letters intended to be sent forward to the General Post-Office for the inland mails 
must have a free stamp affixed to them. 

Letters and Newspapers addressed to the Editors of the Public Press, will be delivered 
free. 

UnpAID LETTERS.—Letters not having a free stamp will be charged three cents, pay- 
able by the party to whom they are addressed, on delivery. 

REGISTRY AND DESPATCH.—A Registry will be kept for Letters which it may be wished 
to place under special charge. Free stamps must be affixed to such letters for the ordinary 
postage, and three cents additional be paid, (or an additional free stamp be affixed,) for the 
Registration; but all such Letters must be specially deposited at the Principal Office. 

A special ‘‘ Despatch’’ will be expedited with any Letter or Packet, not exceeding one 
pound in weight, (to an address within the | mits,) at 12% cents a mile, upon application at 
the Principal Office. 

The advantages offered by this undertaking are:—s 

First.—The secure and prompt transmission of all Registered Letters containing any 
special notice or matter by which means legal evidence may be obtained of the due delivery 
of the same ; and the immediate despatch of any letter or small package requiring instant 
delivery. 

SECONDLY.—The certain and expeditious delivery of Mercantile Letters and Circulars, of 
Invitations and Replies (either under free stamp or unpaid), and every description of Com- 
mercial, Professional, and Social Correspondence ; thus bringing the most distant parts of 
the City in effect near to each other, and providing the means of constant intercourse at a 
very moderate charge. 

ALEXANDER M. GREIG, Agent. 

The Limits of the Despatch Fost will extend to Twenty-First Street. 


It is interesting to note the features of registration and special delivery, 
which are evidently not as modern ideas as we are accustomed to think. 

The post began its operations on January 1st, 1842. It appears to have 
been very successful and to have provided an efficient and satisfactory 
service. It soon attracted the notice of the Post Office Department as, 
owing to its superior service, it secured the handling of much of the local 
mail and thus reduced the revenue of the post office. The removal of such 
a rival was felt to be imperative. We do not know exactly what means were 
employed to accomplish this end. In the article previously referred to Mr 
Windsor says: ‘“‘ The Government soon proscribed the continuance of the 
Post, asserting it to be an infringement of governmental rights.” And in 
another place : ‘‘ the Government compelled him to discontinue it.” But it 
is possible that other means than force were employed to bring about the re- 
sult. In the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for April, 1877, we find 
the following letter : 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


CONTRACT OFFICE. 


August 1, 1842. 
S1r :—By an order made on Saturday, but journalized to-day, the Postmaster General 
has established a letter carrier arrangement for the City of New York, to be called the ‘‘United 
States City Despatch Post,” for the conveyance of letters from one part of the city to another 
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subject to a charge on each letter of three cents, under the 20th section of the Act of 1836, 
and authorizes you to employ Alex. M. Greig, nominated by you as letter carrier. Other 
<arriers are to be appointed from time to time as may be required, and you are requested to 
nominate for that purpose. And you are also authorized to obtain the necessary fixtures, 
pouches, boxes, labels, stamps, etc., at not exceeding $1,200 for the whole, and to appoint a 
clerk to superintend said establishment at not exceeding $1,000 per annum. You will be 
pleased to report the date of the commencement of this arrangement 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. Hopste, 
JOHN LorIMER GRAHAM, Esoa., First Asst. P. M. General. 
Postmaster, New York. 

From this letter we may conclude that the Post Office Department, 
having seen the success of a local delivery service, had determined to 
establish such for itself, as authorized by the Act of July 2nd, 1836. By 
taking Mr. Greig into its service it removed a rival and, at the same time, 
s:cured an efficient and experienced employee. The City Despatch Post 
was probably abandoned temporarily, though this is not positive. We know 
it was in business in 1848 and continued until 1859. But our interest in it 
is only as the predecessor of the Government post. 

The stamps of the City Despatch Post were engraved on steel by 
Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, 48 Merchants Exchange. They were printed on 
grayish white paper, in sheets of forty-two stamps, seven rows of six stamps 
each. It is well known that these stamps were used provisionally for the 
service of the United States City Despatch Post, presumably during the pre- 
paration of stamps for the latter. The stamps thus used bear the cancella- 
tions employed in the New York post office, usually the letters “ US” in 
an octagon, occasionally a circle with date and the words “NEW YORK” or 
“U.S. CITY DESPATCH PosT.”” The only dated copy of which the author 
has a memorandum is not on the original cover. It is cancelled “ Feb. 15,” 
presumably 1843, but, as usual, the year is not given. This, of course, does 
not prove that the stamp was not in use at an earlier date. The stamps 


measure 18% x 22 mm. 
Aa 
5 A * 


i * j 
NS 1 


Feb. 15 (1843?) 3 cents black 






In the collection of Mr. H. E. Deats there is a copy of this stamp which 
has the words ‘*‘ United States’ written across the top in red-violet ink. 
Nothing is known of the history of this surcharge but its intention is 
apparent. The letter to which this is attached is dated August r4th, 1842. 


The cancellation is apparently “ Aug. 19th’ but examination shows the “9g” 
to be an inverted “ 6.” 


“ 


Aug. 16, 1842. 2 cents black. Surcharge in red-violet 
UniTeD States City Despatcu Post. 


Turning to the letter quoted on the preceding page, we cannot fail to 
observe that the Postmaster General exceeded his authority when he ordered 
the preparation of stamps, since that is the exclusive prerogative of Congress. 
It is possible that the “ stamps” to which he referred were the hand stamps 
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used to cancel letters and indicate postage paid ; in which case it was the 
Postmaster of New York who overstepped the limits of authority. A careful 
examination of certain facts leads the author to the conclusion that the matter 
had been thoroughly considered and discussed previous to the writing of 
this letter, that the accessories ordered had already been purchased and that, 
so far as they were concerned, the letter was a mere formality. The principal 
confirmation of this lies in dated copies of stamps. It is generally under- 
stood that the service was put in operation on August 1st, 1842, and the 
author has seen a copy of the stamp cancelled “ August 5th, 1842.” It will 
be evident at a glance that this order, made in Washington on the rst, could 
not be carried into effect in New York by the 5th, unless the stamps had 
been previously prepared. 

The following circular was first reproduced in the AMERICAN JOURNAI 
OF PHILATELY for February, 1872 : 


UNITED STATES City DESPATCH Post. 
Hours of delivery every day (Sunday excepted) at the principal office, upper P. O. 
Park, and lower P. O., Merchant’s Exchange. 


Letters deposited before 8, 12, 3, and at the stations before 7, 11 and 2, will be sent 
out for delivery at 9, 1, and 4. ia 

Letters to be sent free must have a free stamp attached to them, which can be pur- 
chased at the upper and lower post offices and at all the stations. The charge will be 36 
cents per dozen, 2 dols, 50 cents per hundred. All letters intended to be sent forward to the 
General Post-office for the inland mails must have a free stamp attached to them. Letters 
not having a free stamp will be charged 3 cents on delivery. 


Joun LorIMER GRAHAM, P. M 
NEw York, June, 1843. 


The circular is again printed in an article in the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
PHILATELY for April, 1877. The writer calls attention to its previous publi- 
cation and the date and adds: “ We afterwards obtained a very large card 
bearing precisely the same matter, but dated sometime in 1842, this was 
evidently issued simultaneously with the stamps.’’ 

The circular was also printed in the Manual of the Common Council of 
the City of New York for 1842-43, with the addition of an almost verbatim 
reproduction of the paragraphs in Greig’s circular which related to registra- 
tion and the advantages claimed for the undertaking (see Philatelic Journal 
of America, Vol. V, page 127), and with the further addition : 

‘* Limits, U. S. City Despatch Post will extend to Twenty-second Street. 


An additional number of sworn carriers have been employed to carry city letters 
wholly independent of letters received by the mails.” 





The stamps were engraved on steel by Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, and 
are said to have been in sheets of one hundred. The paper varies in color 
and quality. At first it was of moderate thickness and colored through. 
This was soon changed for a thick paper, slightly glazed on the surface and 
usually not colored through or only lightly tinted. This paper sometimes 
appears to be ribbed. The paper longest in use was highly glazed and 











16] 
colored on the surface only. The shades are numerous, especially on the 
paper last described. Size: 18%x22mm. 

Wove Paper, Colored through 
3 cents rosy-buff 
Aug. 5, 1842.—Sept. 1, 1842. 3 cents gray-blue, dull gray-blue 
3 cents pale green 
Thick Wove Paper, Glazed and Surface Colored. 


Sept. 2, 1842.—July 10, 1846. 3 cents light blue, blue, bright blue, deep 
blue; dark blue, pale greenish blue, 
greenish blue 


July 4, 1843.—July 23, 1845. > cents bluish green, green, dark green, olive 
green 
Variety 
3 cents greenish blue, green Double im- 


pression 


. Several of the older writers mention this stamp printed in violet. As 
the color was dropped from the catalogues many years ago it was probably 
found not to exist. 

On at least two occasions the stamps of the United States City Despatch 
Post were used to pay regular postage to other cities. This is proved by 
original covers bearing the stamps. The first of these is addressed to 
Philadelphia and bears five of the stamps. On holding the cover to a strong 
light there can be seen, written on the paper underneath the stamps 


“Paid 3 cents for City Despatch 
12% for Philadelphia Paid 


The stamps are cancelled “ U. S” in an octagon, as usual. On the cover 
are the circular date stamp ‘‘New York, May 30” and the word “ paip,”’ both 
in red. There are also the figures “12” in dark blue ink, apparently written 
by the mailingclerk. The second cover is similar tothe first. It is addressed 
to Ridgefield, Conn., and bears three stamps, underneath which is written 
“Paid 10oc.” The cancellations are like those just described, the date be- 
ing June 13 and the written figures “ 10.”" It is unfortunate that neither 
cover bears anything to show the year in which it was used. 

It will be noticed that the written figures and the amount of the postage 
stamps do not exactly agree but such discrepancies appear to have been 
lightly regarded at that period. Even the official circular offers 3 cent stamps 
at 2% cents each, when purchased by the hundred. 

By Act of Congress, approved March 3rd, 1845, the rate for drop letters 
was reduced to twocents Carriers were allowed to charge a like amount 
We do not know what steps, if any, were taken in the City of New York to 
meet this reduction. Indeed, to judge by the numerous three cent stamps 
of the United States City Despatch Post to be found on letters dated in 1845 
and 1846, it would appear that the old rates were maintained. Possibly an 
effort in the direction of a reduction may be indicated by a stamp in the 
collection of Mr. F. W. Hunter which is here illustrated 
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The stamp is on the original letter, which is dated February r4th, 1846. 
The surcharged numeral and the bar over the word “ THREE” are in red, of 
the same shade as the cancellations. There are two cancellations; first: the 
usual circle with the name of the post, date and hour; second: another circle 
with the «ords “NEW YORK—FEB 14—2 cts,” 
identical with that used for the surcharge. 


‘ 


the numeral “2” being 


Thick Glazed Paper, Surface Colored. 
Feb. 14, 1846. 2 cents on 3.cents green, Surcharge in red 


It is to be regretted that we have been unable to learn anything of 
the history of this surcharge. 

There are counterfeits of the stamps of this post but they are not 
dangerous. They are poorly made by lithography, while the originals are 
finely engraved on steel. The portraits on the counterfeits do not at all re- 
semble that on the originals. 


City DESPATCH. 





Nothing is known of the history of this stamp. The older philatelic 
publications assign it to Boston and give 1845 as the year of issue. We now 
know it to belong among the New York Carriers’ stamps and to have been 
the successor of the United States City Despatch Post. The stamps are 
roughly typographed, probably from metal clichés made from a wood cut 
Size 19x24% mm. There are no varieties. The number of stamps in a 
sheet is not known. 


March 13, 1846. 2 cents brown-red 


The above date is taken from a cancelled copy of the stamp. Another 
copy has been seen bearing the date “ Dec. 9,” but not that of the year. 

The counterfeits are lithographed and differ from the originals in many 
points. They measure 20x26mm., the letters of the inscriptions are too tall 
and the outer line of the oval is equally distant from the frame line at each 
side, while in the originals it approaches nearer to the line at the left than to 
that at the right. 











Coster in 1882 and the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY in 1888, 
say that the stamps of this type were issued by the Postmaster of New York. 
By the Act of March gd, 1851, the rate for delivery of letters from or to the 
post office was reduced to one cent each. As we find copies of these stamps 
cancelled early in 1849, we must conclude that in this city the reduction was 
made fully two years earlier than the date of the Act referred to. Probably 
this was brought about by the competition of local posts 

The stamps are typographed on thick wove paper, colored through, and 
on thick glazed paper, colored on the surface only. Diameter 16mm. The 
stamps are all of one type. The number in a sheet is not known but a block 
of twenty (four rows of five) has been seen. There exists also a pair of the 
stamps, one of which is placed semi téte-béche to the other, ¢. ¢. sideways 
This pair is on buff glazed paper. The same variety may occur on the 
other papers but it has not been reported. 


Thick Wove Paper, Colored through. 
Feb. 13, 1849.—Sept. 12, 1849. 1 cent pale dull rose, dull rose, rose 
Thick Wove Paper, Glazed and Surface Colored 


Dec. 8, 1849.—June 1, 1853. 1 cent buff, brownish buff 
Sept. 16, 1850.—Aug. 13, 1851. 1 cent yellow, bright yellow 


The author has seen a cover bearing three of the yellow stamps, which 
apparently paid the regular postage. The letter was mailed in New York 
city on July 24th, 1851 and was addressed to Newburgh, N. Y. 

There are two counterfeits of these stamps which are quite well made. 
The first is hand stamped, is 17 mm. in diameter and many of the letters are 
too broad, especially those in “ONE CENT.” The second counterfeit is 
typographed. The circles and the letters are too thick, the diameter is 17 mm., 
there is no period after the “u” and the letters are too broad, especially 
those of the word ‘‘one". The yellow glazed paper is very like that of the 
original stamps. The other two colors are not well imitated. 





Note.—lIt is the wish of the author to secure for this work the greatest possible accuracy 
and completeness. As an assistance to this end the requests philatelists to call his attention 
to any errors or corrections to be made in dates and to any varieties which may be omitted 
from the lists. In addition to this the publishers will greatly appreciate the loan of any copies 
of the Baltimore and Brattleboro stamps and of Carriers of type C4, C28, C2g and C30 
{58th edition of the Standard Catalogue) in order that illustrations of as many types as possi- 
ble may be secured. For which favors thanks are tendered in advance. 


(70 be continued.) 
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Our English Letter. 





By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL. 





Lonpon, 25th, February, 1899. 
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. write me that I am mistaken in describing 
them in a former letter as exclusively ‘‘ New Issue dealers.” They say, “we 
make a specialty of them, (new issues), but it is only one branch of the busi- 
ness.” I leave the correction where it stands. I may have something 
further to say about the matter when the new catalogue comes out. 





I am glad to hear that their proposed new catalogue for the general 
collector is being taken up with much enthusiasm, especially by the trade. [ 
have always held that it is absurd to go on developing the standard calalogues 
more and more every year as though there were none but specialists to be 
considered. Years ago I urged one of our leading philatelic publishers to 
compile a simpler catalogue for the general collector, but his reply was that 
it was not required and would not sell. Well, the sale of Messrs. Whitfield 
King & Co's new simplified catalogue for the general collector will, in the 
course of the next month, show whether I was right or wrong. 





One probable result of the success of the new catalogue, unless I am 
mistaken, will be the conclusion that will be drawn that it is a simplified 
catalogue and not a specialised catalogue that is wanted. It will be the old 
story of the man with the leather for sale over again. Some people will 
always remain utterly unable to see beyond their own little world. Already 
the silly statements are being made that collectors have tired of the advanced 
catalogue and of specialism. It is not that anyone is tired of the Advanced 
Catalogue. That will always be the standard catalogue. But it is the demand 
for a simplified catalogue that is answered by the new comer. The advanced 
catalogue has gradually left the general collector more and more out in the 
cold, and after a surprisingly long wait one firm has at last awakened to the 
fact that such a simplified catalogue is also needed. But it has taken a 
mortal long time to arrive at so obvious a conclusion. 





There are, and probabiy always will be, two classes of collectors, namely, 
the general collector and the specialist ; those who play at stamp collecting, 
and those who study. The specialist is the student and the historian, the 
general collector is a very useful buyer of comprehensive packets and sets 
of new issues. He is the beginner, the man who, if he sticks to it, and takes 
a real and deep interest in stamp collecting, eventually developes into a 
specialist. To neglect the needs, and especially the education, of such a 
class is, in my humble opinion, the very greatest mistake the stamp trade and 
the philatelic societies have been making for years past. Our journals are 
all written for the specialist, and you might as well look for a needle in a 











haystack as expect to find in the pages of our leading journals a page or two 
for the general collectors. 


If our new issue friends of the general collector believe that specialism is 
dying out, and that general collecting is taking its place, why don’t they give 
us some evidence of their faith by the production of at least one decent 
journal for the very hungry general collector. They know it is a fact that 
they are afraid to risk their precious dollars on such a venture, for they 
know that the general collector is here to-day and gone to-morrow, whereas 
the specialist is an abiding and consistent force. 


But the new catalogue may give them the courage they so much need 
to brace up their resolution to the extent of publishing a journal for the 
general collector. If the poor neglected fellow had something of the sort to 
keep his spirits up, I believe he would show more vitality, and live a much 
longer philatelic life. 


Meanwhile, the great specialist journals flourish. They are the pride of 
philately and the invincible proof of its enduring interest. 


But I must pass from this mattter to one of a very much more sensational 
character. ‘ell it not in Gath! De la Rue has broken the monotony of 
our colonial issues, and we are in a most excited condition We have been 
taken completely by surprise. There has been no hint of the great awaken- 
ing, but it has come all the same. 


The first intimation of change came in the new set of Virgin Islands 
stamps. A very pretty set, including some eight values from Jd. to §5s., all 
in simple colors, and simple, yet neat, in design. You will probably illus- 
trate them as early as this letter reaches you, so I will not go into details of 
description. It will be seen that they are of the pretty stained glass charac- 
ter of design, and that the design has a local application. 


We had barely realized the evidence of this De la Rue departure when 
we heard that another De la Rue departure had arrived and was selling like 
hot cakes in the Strand. The second lot comes from Malta. I have not 
yet seen the complete series, but those that I have seen are most effective 
and decidedly pretty. They are all different designs, I understand 


Sad to say, the Virgin Islands series contain an error, the last stamp in 
the sheet of the half penny value I am told has the word Penny spelled 
“prnny.” I have not yet seen it, But most people are somewhat dubious 
about F for E errors. Some are all right, but most of them requite a fervid 
imagination. 
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Chambers’ Journal recently had an article on ‘‘ The Collector,” that is, 
the collector generally, whether of pots, pans, kettles, corks, old china or 
stamps; and the following extract will raise a sly smile where the cap fits. 
“‘ There has perhaps been overmuch talk of prices; but it is part of the busi- 
ness of being a collector to have but little money, and to make sacrifice in 
exchange for rich rewards. The world calls everyone who is engaged in the 
gathering together of objects of art by the title of collector, but it errs in so 
doing. ‘The joys and griefs of the true collector can never be known to the 
man who is in a position to send his agents into all parts of the world, 
bidding them use their taste and their knowledge to find out beautiful objects, 
for which he will straightway write a cheque when he has been told of their 
whereabouts and properly assured of their beauty. The poor collector re- 
joices when he has bought something at a low price. because he has thus the 
more money left to rescue some other desirable object from the hands of the 
Philistine.” 





An editorial in the PAdlatelic Journal of Great Britain informs us that, 
‘Tt cannot be denied that the last five years the truly fashionable article has 
been, and continues to be, Europeans.” This will be news to most people. 
It cannot be denied that for the last five years a few collectors of Europeans 
have been engaged in daily and earnest prayer for a coming boom in 
Europeans, but we are most of us under the impression that “it is not yet.” 
Thinking I might really be mistaken, I took the trouble to sound a few 
authorities. For instance, I asked one who handles more stamps in the 
trade than probably all the rest put together. He looked knowing, and, 
screwing up one corner of his weather eye, he said, “ not yet, not yet, sonny.” 





Mr. Castle endeavors to point the moral in favor of Europeans by 
contrasting the few issues of European States with the suspiciously prolific 
issues of African Protectorates. But the cases are not in any shape or form 
analogous. In the case of the European State the Postal authorities have 
only to run across the street to order and get, while they wait, a fresh supply 
of stamps. The African, on the other hand, has to order his supplies from 
England, and wait, wait, till they come. And if there is delay, then he has 
to get out an emergency issue to keep going till the steamer arrives with a 
supply. It does not doin philately any more than it does in anything else 
to assume in such a cock-sure manner that every postal official but those 
connected with our own pet countries are either fools or rogues. 





It was this overweening desire to condemn everything that we were 
prone to suspect, that did so much real harm to the best interests of the 
Suppression of Speculative Issues movement. 





Lonpon, Saturday, 4th, March, 1899. 
The discussion on values, inevitable on the publication of the new 
editions of Gibbons’ and Bright’s catalogues, has begun. We hear of stamps 
at auction fetching above the new catalogue prices. This I believe to be the 
case in more than one instance, but it has only occurred in the case of gilt 
edged stamps, for which there is always a brisk competition, for the simple 
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reason that mint copies rarely turn up in either the auctions or in dealers 
stock books. On the whole, I question whether the new catalogues really 
come down to the still low ruling prices. The general opinion is that a 
healthy revision has been made, and that that revision will do much to revive 
prices and trade. No doubt many of the new Gibbons prices are cut severe- 
ly, and already there is much talk of some lines being cleared out. 


Let us hope that there will be no more undue inflation, and that the 
pricing authorities will not allow themselves again to be blinded by 
speculators, or unwise would-be friends of the trade. 


One of these unwise would-be friends has started a criticism of the new 
prices in Stamps. Inthe January No. just received, Mr. F. A. Wickhart 
gives a two page list of stamps which he considers to be under-priced in the 
new Gibbons. 


In his preliminary remarks he makes the extraordinary statement that, 
“the prices for unused specimens quoted in Gibbons Catalogue are generally 
_for unused without gum, and in many cases for specimens with perfs. missing 
or side perfs. clipped.”” This is a serious assertion. No doubt many stamps 
are scarce in mint condition, but it seems to me a bit thick to say that 
Gibbons’ prices are generally for unused without gum. As such an assertion 
is not likely to pass without remark by C. J. P. I will wait for his reply 


As to Mr. Wickhart’s list it seem to me to err, like the prices which have 
been abandoned, in the direction of inflation. Take an instance or two, 
British East Africa, 2% in red on 4% purple, (Gibbons No. 54.) Gibbons 
prices unused at £2, but Mr. Wickhart values it at 4.3 without gum, and at 
£4 with gum. Now this very stamp turns up with considerable regularity 
in the auctions, and can be bought time after time at about 15s to 20s each 
with gum. 1 regard even Gibbons’ figure as a case of over pricing in this 
instance. Again, Gambia, CC. 3d. ultramarine, Gibbons prices 4s. 6d 
Wickhart 7s. 6d. It is to be had of Gibbons at his price, and elsewhere, in- 
deed Bright prices it at 3s. It will probably appreciate, as all CC. Gambias 
must, but that is not the question. It is a question of present values. 
Gambia, CA. 6d. bronze, is priced by Gibbons at 15s., by Wickhart at 3os. It 
is not a rare stamp by any means, and is fully priced at 15s. This stamp is 
one that is curiously designated by the catalogues. Gibbons calls it “bronze,” 
and Bright, “yellow green.” Pale olive seems to me to more nearly meet 
the case. I fail to see bronze about it. Another instance, British Bechuana- 
land. One-halfpenny on 3d. Gibbons prices at 30s. Mr. Wickhart would 
double this price. I have in former letters called attention to the rising value 
of this scarce stamp, but it seemsto me going it rather strong to double 
Gibbons price for it. 


In fact for numbers of stamps Mr. Wickhart would double and treble 


Gibbons’ prices. Now, all who know C. P. J. will be very sceptical of the 
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possibility of any human mortal being correct in stating that it is possible to 
double Gibbon’s prices. The general verdict will be ‘‘absolutely impossible.” 
Mr. Wickhart may argue till he is blue in the face, and trot out his great 
experience as the popular secretary of the most popular Exchange club, he 
will never convince poor erring human nature that it is at all possible to 
Aouble Gibbons’ prices in the galore fashion he proposes. 





Hong Kongs are still being boomed for all they are worth. Even Mr. 
Wickhart gives them the benefit of his doubling process Those who are 
wise will wait till the excitement cools down a bit. 


And what about Tobagos? Is it not time to go for them, now they are 
all obsolete and done with—for the time? Perhaps it would be uphill 
work to raise a furore over a West Indian colony just now, so many have 
too recently burnt their precious speculative fingers over that philatelic 
region. Meanwhile, those who are wise will fill up gaps while they may at 
reasonable prices. 


Another De la Rue departure has arrived in the Strand, to wit, a very 
pretty three pies stamp for India, of the same design and color as the nine 
pies now obsolete, but with the later portrait of the Queen, which has been 
adopted and used for the large size high values. It is a very effective stamp 
and collectors are asking whether it is a forerunner of a new series. 


Yet another stamp shop is, I hear, to be opened in the Strand. Bright 
is said to have taken premises on the ground floor, that is to say, a shop, 
near Somerset House. This news has caused quite a little flutter in the 
Strand. But Mr. Palmer, sad to relate, has moved out of the thoroughfare, 
his house being required for the new street which is to be cut through the 
Strand. Bright will probably make business brisk in the new issue line, in 
which line Londoners are the worst served of any big philatelic centre. 
You might as well look for a needle in a haystack as expect to find a new 
issue, when expected, in the Strand. If Bright does make a feature in this 
line I beg, without knowing, to hazard a bit of prophesey that Messrs. 
Whitfield King & Co., despite their aversion to a shop in London, will be 
braced up to the inevitable. And then, my hearties, we shall have a good 
time in new issues in this little village of ours. 





We had a most enjoyable evening last evening at the meeting of the 
London Philatelic Society when Mr. Castle gave us a display of his fine col- 
lection of the stamps of Finland. It was very rich in unused rarities in 
pairs and blocks with a range of shades such as only years of industry and 
careful hunting could have enabled any collector to get together, no matter 
what his means. Only those who hunt for the rarities of the old issues in 
any country in fine ranges of shades know the labor it entails. 


In the conversation which ensued it was agreed on all hands that Fin- 
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land was a much neglected country that really deserved a greater following. 
It was described by Mr. Castle as a typical philatelic country because it has 
never been open to the suspicion of going beyond its own postal needs in 
the production of its interesting issues. 


According to all accounts the stamp trade is getting into a most healthy 
condition here with us. Some dealers I am told are working into the small 
hours of the morning to keep pace with the influx of business. It is to be 
hoped that there will be a dead set in the future against undue inflation, 
which is largely to blame for the bad trade of the last few years. If there 
were no undue inflation prices would not be rapid enough to tempt the 
speculater. The speculator cannot afford to lock up his money and wait 
for the natural and slow improvement of honest supply and demand. He 
likes and can only operate in a rapidly responsive market, one that he can 
“rush” into temporary excitement. * 


You will have noticed the peculiar rouletting experiment that has been 
made and abandoned in Queensland. I hear that it has already not only 
been abandoned but has led toa real curiosity in the shape of re-perforation, 
a thing which I venture to think has never before been done in any country’s 


stamps. The Queensland authorities found the stamps with the new 
rouletting sep trated so badly that they seem to have run some of the stock 
through a perforating machine, The curiosities are therefore rouletted and 


perforated. 


Mr. Stanley Gibbons is off to America again. His itinerary this time 


} 
again includes Honolulu. From there he goes to California, Salt Lake 
City, St. Louis and New York. Your City he expects to reach on April 27th. 
Mr. Gibbons is a confirmed globe trotter now that he is out of the stamp 


business. 


Lonpon, 11, March, 1899 

Since the despatch of my last letter I have received from Mr. Hadlow a 
pair of the Queensland perforating curiosity to which I have already referred. 
It shows unquestionably that the recently rouletted stamps have been passed 
through a perforating machine. The rouletting shows clearly beyond the 
perforation holes, and certainly makes a curiosity of the first water 
Collectors will do well to secure fairs in order that they may be certain of 
good clear examples. We shall be curious now to know how many of the 
issue were thus treated. It is stated that the original number rouletted was as 
much as 5,000 sheets, enough to go round fairly well without necessitating high 
prices beyond the reach of all but the few. Nevertheless, I hear that some 
are holding, as only small quantities have yet reached this side. I know of 
no dealer who has had many outside Mr. Hadlow. He has been, I believe, 
the source of supply here, and he tells me he has not had many yet 


The London Dai/y Mai/ this morning makes mild sensation out of a 
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little matter which it terms “ A District Messenger’s trip to beat the Postal 
Union.” It seems an American has just telephoned to the District 
Messengers office, “T want a boy to take some letters to Chicago and 
Philadelphia.” And the District Messenger Co. at once detailed a lad of 16 
to take the letters. The Daz/y Mail states that the lad starts to-day, and he 
will beat the mails because the mails will have to be sorted, whereas the 
District Messenger lad will sort himself, and go right on to Chicago and 
Philadelphia without delay. 


Next Friday I read a paper at the meeting of the Philatelic Society of 
London on a ** Proposal for a Catalogue for Collectors,” in which it is my 
intention to emphasise the growing necessity for a Catalogue done by 
Collectors for Collectors, and I shall propose that our premier Society under- 
take the work. What we want, from my point of view, and, I have good 
reason to believe, from most collectors points of view, is a Catalogue which 
shall be done by Collectors for Collector independently of dealers. The 
dealers produce most excellent price lists, reflecting the very greatest credit 
on the trade. In this work they solicit and receive the hearty co-operation 
of expert collectors. But, after all is said and done, they are but priced 
catalogues, and naturally give more or less prominence to all sorts of 
varieties on which opinion is divided as to their collectability, or perhaps | 
should say, their claim to be regarded as varieties. 


Now, what I imagine is wanted from the Collectors’ point of view is an 
authoritative Collector's catalogue, prepared and published by some undoubt- 
ed Collector's Society. This catalogue should revise, from the collectors’ point 
especially, the listing of varieties, in order that there may be a reliable and 
independent guide. If properly done by such experts as are to be gathered 
together at almost every meeting of the premier Society we should have 
something final and authoritative in the matter of what is and what is not 
a distinct variety. We should have also a fuller, and therefore more com- 
plete, guide to perforations than any catalogue gives us at present. No 
catalogue gives, or even pretends to give, all perforations. I do not blame 
the dealers, nor am I complaining of their lists. They have a perfect right 
to ignore the perforations in unpopular countries. They cannot be ex- 
pected to burden their already overburdened lists with the many perforations 
which would have to be added to make them complete. But from the 
Collector’s stand-point the perforations in one country are as necessary to 
him as in another. At present the price list pays attention to all perforations 
in some countries, but passes over unnoticed those equally pronounced in 
other counties, simply because they are not in demand. 


Then again, there are numbers of collectors who have been demanding 
for years past a non-priced catalogue. They contend that what the 
average collector wants is a reliable catalogue to collect by, more than a 
price list. When he wants a price list he can turn to his dealers’ list. 


I propose that this Collectors’ Catalogue shall be as available and as use- 
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ful to the beginner as to the advanced collector. In order to accomplish 
this object I propose that the leading (normal) issues shall be set out in large 
type and all varieties in small type. Ihe beginner will collect by the large 


type; the advanced collector by the combined types 


Che further details of my plan I must leave for their probable publi 
tion in the London Philatelist, but in my next week's letter I w tell n 


eaders how my proposal has fared at the hands of 


< 
= 


I may say right away that it is my intention to s lg 


be a publication that shall be available to all collectors w 
the Premier Society or not 
Such a catalogue will in no sense interfere wit the d I 


for it will not be priced It would do much to improv iI 


for they no doubt would in future work by ch a cat e, tl 


they would accept its lists of varieties 





Talking about catalogues, I have just received Messrs. Whitfield | 9 
Co’s Catalogue for Beginners It is entitled “The Univer Standard 
Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of the World’”’ It is rather rly days 
it to claim to be tl univers tandard t that | W 
Chere can be 1 1adow of d t al t that, at st r W 
hav eno catal wue for tne general collector wl W 
Messrs. Whitfield King & ( ive stepped | y 
endeavored to fill it And | nture t j 
have made an extremely good bid for the post of t 
non-specializing collector. We shall nor rol ricin 
or as to the exact limits desirable for the 
however, it seems to me that Messrs. Whitfield King & ( W 
choice In th reface they state that minor rietie f t erforati 
surcharge, &c. have been rigidly excluded, and they add, “ O fter 
the perforation guage, surcharges, shades, &c. were disposed d 
arrangement will be found to include in perforation ;—I 
forate, and rouletted only ll watermarks throughout t B ‘* 
stamps, the star, CC. and CA. varieties, &c., and in fo 
watermarks as are well-known and around which inter: ror 

The Irishism which includ mperforate stamps I é y for 
tion will probably tempt the facetious critic, but it is o1 thos n 
statements in which the writer was on the horns of ad Y nd t 


nearest way out of the difficulty 


As to pricing, it may be admitted that there is an obviously fair 


attempt 
in most high priced stamps, to strike an average between the ir 
price and the average auction price. That is a rough and ready way of 
getting over a difficulty. How far it does really get over it in the direction 
of market value is a question that I will not attempt to go into at 


ited catalogue 


present 














The varieties which are signalled in the U.S. surcharges for Cuba 
raise anew and in an emphatic form, the old, old question how far merely 
broken letters should be recognized as varieties. I know that just now I 
shall be on the unpopular side, whilst Cubans are so much to the fore, if I 
deprecate the renewed attention to merely broken letters. I have had some 
of these varieties for the purpose of noting their extent, and I see that one 
leading variety is an infinitesimal break off the serif of the B in cuBa. The 
serif is not wholly broken but only a small bit of it; and, foresooth, this is 
signalled as a leading variety. In my humble opinion such varieties are not 
worth serious attention. If they are, then is the lot of the advanced collector 
a pitiable one indeed. It is time we had some such catalogue as I have 
suggested to put an end once and for all to the general recognition 


»f such 
making of varieties. 


The surcharged Cubans are having a steady sale on this side, but the 


wu - 

rush will come when we get the real Cubans of special designs which you 

promise. And we are asking what about Puerto Rico and the Philippines? 
You will have noted the new colors in New South Wales. What with 


the new Virgin Islands, Malta, Queensland rouletted and perf., Newfound 
land and New South Wales change of colors, we have a fairly good 


supply 
of interesting new issues of late. 


The Surcharged Stamps of Iceland. 


A number of our European contemporaries have cast considerable doubt 
upon the legitimacy of the provisional stamps which were issued in 1897, and 
as an answer to the statements made in opposition to the recognition of these 
labels, Mr. D. Thomsen, Imperial German Consul for Iceland, has sent us 
several documents of which we present translations herewith. These should 
certainly prove that the surcharge was required to supply a deficiency in the 
stamps of the value of 3 aur, and we have no doubt that the agitation in 
opposition to the recognition of the specimens will now have received its 
quietus. 

REYKJAVIK, February 7, 1899 


iz) 
Mr. D. THOMSEN, 


Imperial German Consel for Iceland. 
In your communication of the 1st of the current month, Mr. Consul, 
you requested from me a statement concerning the subject matter of an 
article submitted to me, said to have appeared in No. 12 of the philatelic 


periodical ‘‘ Vertrauliches Correspondenzblatt,” of Dresden. This article 


maintains that the 3 aur postage stamps of Iceland, surcharged on 5 aur 
stamps, are fraudulent; that they were produced, without authority, by an 
official of the Iceland post office, in spite of the fact that a sufficient stock of 


the regular 3 aur stamp was still on hand ; and, further, that this same postal 











official had taken the stock 


circumstances. 


over Oo 


In this connection, with the remark 


3 


f the surcharged under these 


stamps 


that the above quoted article is 


entirely false from beginning to end, I have to communicate the following 


Soon after the present Postmas 


ter, Briem, who assumed office on the 


first of August, 1897, had taken charge of the business of the Post Office, it 


was found that the stock of regular 10 aur and 


> 


) 


i 


aur postage stamps in my 


hands was almost exhausted ; the lack of 10 aur stamps could be overcome 
by the use of 5 aur stamps of which there was a considerable number in 
stock, but, the rate for printed matter being 3 aur per 10 kvint, it was im 
possible to get along without regular 3aur stamps 

I immediately ordered from Copenhagen a new supply of regular ro aur 
and 3 aur postage stam} By the end of October of that year the yellow 2 
aur stamps had all been used up and the new supply from Copenhagen had 
not yet arrived There being, in consequence, no ur stam] whatever at 
hand, I had 86 and 50 ts of ir stamps surcharged “prir” (three) in 
black, the first lot of 86 sheets were at first surcharged with the fig <<. 
red, but on account of representations in reference thereto made t » by the 
Postmaster, all the sheets, 136 number, we ircharged “ pri n black. 
Of the 130 sheets thus surcl arged 126 sheets were delivered the Post 
master for use in place of the regular 3 aur postage stamps 

The greater part of these rcharged stamps, so delivered, were sold 
here in Reykjavik early in November the year in question and had al 
been sold before the new supply arrived at the end of that mont! That 
any Iceland postal official speculated on the basis of this surcharge, or took 
advantage of it to enrich himself by illegal sale of the surcharged stamps, 
is a completely groundless accusation 

Sig M STEPHENSEN 
] M 
The undersigned Consuls and citizens of Reykjavik, herewith upon 


j 

request, make the following declara 

German stamp journals concerning 
The 3 

no sense 
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a fraudulent product. 


of the Governor, the highest posta 
3 aur postage stamps. The stamps 
well as in other places in the count: 
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and were generally employed for the 

Further, the statement unt 

bought or procured a large part of t 

official had, in any other 
juestion. 

REYKJAVIK, February oth, 1899. 
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A 4 Jiscovery | 





By A. LOHMEYER. 


From time to time we read in the philatelic press certain more or less 
interesting news about the so called “* Hair Trunk” which was found, stored 
away and forgotten, in the garret of some old homestead. 

Upon examination of its contents some old stamps were brought t 
light, the finder minutely describes the different varieties and is envied" by 
the less fortunate reader of the article, 

But, I do not recall ever having read of a postal card “ find,” especially 
not of such cards which were unknown to us, or have, at least to my know 
ledge, never been catalogued. Such a “ find” has been made by a collector 
in British India and as I have acquired possession of the same by purchase 
and, having classified the cards as to years of issue and varieties | am*’enabled 
to lay the details of this discovery before my fellow collectors. 

My correspondent was unable to obtain official data as to the {various 
issues, but as the cards are all in a used condition I experienced no trouble i1 
fixing the years given in the list below from the dates of the communicatior 
on the card. 


INDIAN SERVICE CARDS. 


On Ler Majesty's Service, 








LAHORE, 


Exccytive Engineer's Office, 


2nd Division Béri Dodd Canal 











A. White Card, size 75x113 mm. with “ post CARD” between two line: 
in red running diagonally across the Card, franked with % anna blu 
adhesive, surcharged “Service.” 

No. 1. (1874) ‘“ On Her Mayesty's Service.” in Gothic type, and under 
scored, 48 mm.,in black at top to right. “ post CARD” 61 mm. (See illustra 
tion.) 

No. 2. (1877) Same as No.1. Head line not underscored. 

No. 3. (1877) “On Her Majesty’s Service Only,” 58 mm., below thi 
is in italics “Stamped.” “‘ posT CARD” 52 mm. ; 

B. Same general type as “A” but franked with 4% anna blue adhesive 
surcharged “ On H. M. S.”’ 

No. 4. (1878) Same as No. 3, except stamp. 

No. 5. (1878) “On Her Majesty's Service’’ 48 mm., 


below, but in 
upper centre, in italics “ Stamped.” “ PposT CARD” 60 mm. 
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No. 6. (1878) Same inscriptions In two lines at top to left. “ Pos’ 


‘“ARD”’ 60 mm 
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Ou Her Majesty's Service, wi eon 
To 
The Chief Engineer and 
Joint-Secretary to Govt. Punjab, 
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e on newspapers and printed tter 
We reprod below rtion of rder 1 , sue of 


reation of a new type of postage stamps at 1o centim«s nd er, and th 
yal order of 13th November, 1862, which specially thorizes the Minister 

f Public Works to prescribe the colors of the current postage stam] 
It is ordered That the foll wing colors be ad pted lor ] tage stamps 


values below to centimes 
Ic reseda 
2c yellow 
5c green. 
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The date for the issue of the new or altered postage stamps is fixed for 
the first of January next : 

The present issue will continue to be sold concurrently with the above- 
mentioned, until the complete exhaustion of the stock now on hand. 

Brussels the 29th August, 1883. 
The Minister of Public Works. 
(Signed) OLIN 

The three values indicated above, each give rise to special remarks, of 
sufficient interest to justify attention. 

As collectors may have noticed, the 1 centime reseda did not remain in 
use for any length of time, for, six months later, the order reproduced below 
substituted grey for reseda as the color of this value. 

“The Minister of Public Works, orders: 

There shall be issued on the 1st of July next, a postage stamp at 1 
centime and a postal card at 5 centimes, conforming to the present type. 

The stamp shall be gray in color; the card shall be printed in green and 
shall bear a modified imprint. 

Given at Brussels, roth June, 1884. 
(Signed) X. Ourn.” 

For the 1 centime reseda there were two distinct printings, one on a 
tinted paper, consisting of 40,000 sheets of 300 stamps each—12,000,000 
stamps—the other on white paper, of 90,000 sheets containing 27,000,000 
stamps. As in the preceding issue (of the 1 centime green), the following 
errors are found in this value : 

1° BELGIGUE for BELGIQUE 

2° DELGIQUE “ 

3° BEIGIQUE “ 

4° CENTIMF “ CENTIME. 

To these four errors must be added the following which did not appear 
on the 1 centime green, but which are found on the 1 centime reseda on 
tinted paper as well as on those on white paper 

5° BELOIOUE for BELGIQUE. 

6° OF TIME “ CEN'TIME 

7° O|LIME i 

Errors 6 and 7 are rarer on the white paper than on the tinted 

The 1 centime gray of the issue of roth June, 1884, is found in three 
well distinguished shades, namely 

1 centime slate-gray, 1st printing, 1st November, 1884. 


sé 


Bi en int fawn-gray 2nd “ 15th May, 188s. 
I ‘a mauve-gray 3rd “ ist October, 1885 
The seven errors noted as existing on the 1 centime reseda are also 


found on each of the above shades of the 1 centime grey, and it is necessary 
to add another, consisting of the omission of the period after ‘‘ BELGIQUE.’ 
This last named error is more often found in the 1 centime slate-gray of 
the 1st printing. 

When the order of 29th August, 1883, was issued, it was found that the 
stock on hand of 2 centime stamps, in blue, of the preceding issue, was still too 
large to justify an edition in yellow, the color newly adopted. The printing 
was therefore provisionally suspended and in fact, never took place, for, six 
years later there was still in stock a large quantity of the 2 centimes blue, of 
which the sale up to that time had been relatively small. 

The 5 centimes of the preceding issue was also, at the moment of the 
appearance of the order of 29th August, 1883, in stock in quantities too con- 
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siderable to permit of the printing of the new color, and the appearance of 
the 5 centimes green was, therefore, likewise delayed and actually took place 
on the 1st of November, 1884. 

[he intended sale of the above stamp was announced to the post office 
officials by the following order dated 28th October, 1884 : 


Ae 


‘In execution of the ministerial order of 29th Aug 


ing the color green for the existing color of the postage stamps at 5 centimes, 


the next shipments of stocks will include a certain qu 


lé 


Ist, 


1883, substitut 


ntity of this value 








printed in green. The sale of these stamps must not commence unt 
stock of this value in the existing color has been exhausted.’”’ 
[The Director General 
(Signed) \ ENT 

At the same time that this stamp appeared, the new postal card at 5 
centimes, tor domestic usé rinted in green on pale ye vy, also made 
appearance ; this card was ‘‘created”’ by der t 1884. the 
design belr Oo as sh wr y ti red ced S ime 1 W 

( ( 
Vi 
+c 

This new valu- m red 122mm.x nm, at 5 Ww t 
imprinted text had been simplified and reduced, for sing 1 the 
words ‘‘ Carte Postale —Postkaart” rr cards wit l nly t 1st 
sheet ** Carte postale Postkaart avec reponse Met Y \ d sheet 
** Carte p stale Postkaart—Réponse Antwoord.”’ 

Following the issue of these new cards t g rni lered that the 
private post cards, the cir tion of w h had pre j thorized, 
must reproduce exactly ¢ bove indicated text either in Fren r in 
Flemish, or in both languages at the same time 1 was vic to 
place on the address side y printed matt yey ess 
of the fir ind this Ss t a ! r 
matter. 

It will so be rem red that 1 rs rd w rved 
exclusively for the addr nd that the inscripti n< 
on that si the card rendered it s ct to reg 

In ord I I nder nding ( ( t 
eC rds were leste ) p T 
Ca ds W ( they | t rinted 

| re three differe rinting 

I rinting ] ve \ lightly ( 
d f fac 
3rd rh * Vv, 8 ced per 

Che first printing was 1 yn the ist Ne t 
has bee discovered in thi nat y, the abser f 
initia of th ngraver n the wer right corner ri ( 

This peculiarity apy S but four cart 0° 
giving rise to the supposition the error a ngle card 
of the si eet, ind tl C1 { ) ttributed ( ( t I I 
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duction of the engraving on the plate, a defect which was undoubtedly 
caused by an unevenness of the clichés at the moment of printing. 

In the second printing, made on the 15th May, 1885, the imprint of the 
postage stamp placed in the upper right hand corner of the card is at times 
found 7% mm. from the upper, and 6 mm. from the right edge, while in the 
other printing this stamp is always 6 mm. from the upper and 8 mm. from 
the right edge. Two further facts are to be noted in connection with this 
printing. The first consists of the absence of the very fine double line 
which follows, on the right, the outline of the figure 5 of the stamp; the 
other, an irregularity resulting from an insufficient impression of the letters 
*“meEs"’ of the word “cenTIMEs.” In fact it reads “ mrs” instea 
This error is rare—in 10 packages of 100 cards each it has been found about 





tour times. 
In the third printing, which took place the 1st of October, 1885, the 
following three errors were fo | 


und on the postage stamp of the value mentiones 


DELGIQUE— BELGIGUE—CENTIMI 
In a packet of roo cards, on the average, five errors of each kind are 
found. 
By an examination of the appended table, it can readily be noted how 


many of each of the errors were produced during the entire period of the 
issue of the values which we have discussed. 


NUMBER OF PosTAGE STAmps Issu! 
I centime reseda, tinted paper, I 2,000 00C 
1 centime reseda, white paper, 27,000,000 
I centime slate gray, 275,0¢ C 
1 centime fawn-grey, 3 20,000,00¢ 
1 centime mauve gray I 32,000,000 
NUMBER OF PosTaL Carbs IssueD, 5 CENTIMES GREEN ON YI 
ist printing, 19th November, 1884, 9,750,0 
2nd “i 15th May, 1885, 8,500,0 
3rd rf 1st October, 1885, 21,000,¢ 


(To be continued ) 


August Dejonge. 


We regret to announce the death on Tuesday, March a2ist, of Mr. Au 
gust Dejonge, President of the Staten Island Philatelic Society and long and 
favorably known to the collectors of New York and vicinity. 
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The Brooklyn Stamp Exhibit. 


| exhibition of stamps under the direction of the Section on P] 
rooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, was opened on the evening 





f March 18t t the Art (Galleries, 174 Montague street In spite of the 
nc ment weather the ittendance was large nd in¢ uded a number I 
rominent omcers of ti Lt € 
lhe dis y appeared Ly scene t ictlor yt t ector nd 
non te visitor l ilatelists 1 | tlon was go lis 
Lp] tment Deing larg nore intere J nat \ a ¢ red | 
OT, ¢ en whe k { Val V¢ rn Ow! rt na | S 
yf the men I S . W had the ter in ¢ rg lhe arrange- 
ment nd I ng I I mes al ily Col endabD nd reflect 
creat cred . mitt | dg yth and, 
fter caret natior . t conferred t I iedals and 
Cl ward 
“ iC A per t I t I I t I W t! *X- 
t The ‘ gol | w ward Mr. ] G r his 
y S. M 1 Medi tar vhich w I r e both 
or ity viedg wl é I t ani eat! of ar- 
ingement ‘ ond tot t is that t tan f Great 
Britain, s!} y Alex. H nd |r I ery neal te 11 ate 
numbers, watermarks, et nd included three restored sheets of rly 1 and 


4 penny stam] 
Mr. C. H Eagle shows tw trame which are greatly) nired by collec 


tors of rever stamps Oy; ntaining ery ne blocks and strips of 1m 
perforate d ent ! nd the tner ritic I ch and medicine 
tam] 
M Rie . : ter , , es of Con- 
federate St >. gral t dt third of engr ng 
the = \ rk ( r I Mr. Rich’s 
frame re ti I I rt je t \ r cattered 
imong the stam 
Se I rar , ps t ted state I I North 
America al wn by M I r Neltor Mr. A. Kr ne 
r é U.S. pr I M hn D. Car t ( R 
Braine, Jr ( el n > Mr. O 
C. Drew bits pag rol ms W tra nt tl 
ty of tl cimé ty rangement torio 
x ts ll ll \ ntr ~ 1 W I ble { ( eT n 
| 1e d \ tte d itor I beer r nS ¢ 
> rT \ the + ni c 
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L’ Echo de la Timbrologie states that Guadeloupe and Indo China have 
asked for stamps of special designs and, if this demand should be acceded 
to, it would probably mean the abandonment of the present colonial type 
In addition Indo China is to have four different types for Cambodia 
Annam and Tonkin, Cochin China, and Indo China proper. 


A A A 
=> > > 4 > ~ 


In our last number we stated upon reliable authority that the 2'%4d and 
7d stamps of the Leeward Islands were to be surcharged id and 2d, respec 
tively. Our information was derived from official sources but, since the 
announcement, it has been determined to replace the two values in use and 
not to surcharge them. 


o 2 & @ 

Unitrp Sratres.—Hawatt, In our last number we announced the 
appearance of the 2c stamp in rose red. We have now received a supply of 
this value and find three distinct shades, which may be distinguished as 
follows : carmine, salmon-pink and salmon. If the first printing furnishes 
sO many varieties, we wonder what may be expected after other printings 
have taken place. 


Several of our contemporaries have chronicled various adhesive stamps 
of Canada cut into halves and thirds and surcharged witn reduced values. 
We looked with suspicion upon these announcements, and we are now in- 
formed, upon good authority, that these surcharges are absolutely unauthor 
ed and unworthy of recognition. 


We have now been officially informed that the use of the Tobago stamps 


was discontinued on January 1st, and Trinidad stamps are now supplied for 
the postal service of the island, 


xt 


} 


It is said that on the occasion of the centenary of Van Dyck, whi 
to be celebrated in Antwerp in August of this year, a million postage stamps 
bearing the portrait of the great painter, after the design by Gerald Postilje, 
are to be issued by the Belgian Government. We hope that the rumor may 
prove to be without foundation. 


1S 
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UNITED STATES 
correspondents in Lockport, 
has unearthed another 
Provisional, namely, that of 
N. Y. The stamp is a very crude 
production, as will be seen by the 
illustration, and is printed in red on 
coarse buff paper with the addition of 
the numeral “s”’ in MS. in black inl 
The source which we 
a very reliable one, and we have no 
doubt that the stamp must be added 
to the list already known 

Colonel J. W. George has showr 

sp-cimen of the first private Pro- 
prietary stamp issued under the Re- 
venue Stamp Tax Act of June, 1898 
It is a stamp of the value of 2% 
issued for the Hostetter Co, of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., and the is exactly 


One of our 
N. Y,, 


Postmaster’s 


Loc K port, 


from have it Is 


design 


like the old issue of Hostetter stamps 
which were in use after the Civil 
War. 

The same gentleman has also shown 


us specimens of the “Castoria”’ 
stamp issued for Charles H. I 
of New York City, and the 
Lanman & Kemp, New 
and the Piso Company, Warren, Pa 
The “Castoria’’ stamp is printed in 
black and is oblong in sha 

ing 50xi9gmm. The L: 


letche f. 


tammy 
ei 5 Oo 


York City 


pe, measur- 


unman & Kem} 


has the general design of the regular 
proprietary age the battle ship, 
however, being replaced by a phoenix 
Value, 56 cent, color green ; size 


27xz20omm. The Piso Company, %c 
ultramarine, is an oblong label 
ornamental three-quarter circles at 
eaoh end which surround circles con- 
taining the figures of value; in the 


with 








center the signatur E. T. 

tine above “ THE PISO COMPANY 
WARREN, 4., in two curved lines 
below “ FIVE-EIGHT ENT PROPRII 


TARY.” S1Ze 5oxigmm 


Mr. ©. Brewer has shown us the 
following stamps the Postal Tele 
graph Co. not previously catalogued 
by us 

We have also been shown a Cum- 
mings Local entirely different in type 
from any hithertoknown. The stam] 
is printed black on vermilion sur- 
faced paper. We shall illustrate the 


stamp next month. 


Postmaster's stamp 


CS aN HO 


Adhesive st imp. 
red and bla k O! 

Private P roprietar 1” 

Hostetter ( 
2M%c black 

Rouletted, 

Charles H. Flet r (Castoria) 
1 4c black 

Lanman & Kem 


c green 


c ultramarine 
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Telegraph stamps, 

Perforated. 

Postal Telegraph Co 
1892, brown violet 
1896, brown 
1897, 7 
1897, salmon 
1898, carmine 

Local stamp. 

Cummings 
New York. 


2c black on vermilion 


City Express Post, 
surfaced paper 
Confederate States.—A 
visional has been discov ered, 
that of Franklin, North Carolina 
The letter on which it was found 
is dated January 21. The stamp 
has every appearance of being genu- 
ine, but we are somewhat puzzled by 
the date as it can s¢ arcely be 186r, 
which would place it three months 
before the beginning of theCivil War, 
nor should it be 1862, as by that time 
the regular stamps of the Confederacy 
were in general use. We chronicle 
the stamp under due reserve. 
Adhesive stamp. 


Pro- 
namely, 


new 


Provisional issue. 


siLEp, 


< - 
Zz 
F PAID 
—— 
@ 9 Ke 
1, : 
VK LIS 
5c blue 
Porto Rico.—The first supply of 


United States stamps, surcharged for 
use in Porto Rico, arrived with the 
mail of March 23d. Only four values 
have appeared thus far. The sur- 
charge is in long primer capitals placed 
diagonally. No errors have as yet 
been seen, although a few broken 
letters are to be found on some of the 
sheets. 





Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

Watermarked U. S. P. S. 
Surcharged on U. S. stamps 

1c yellow green, black surcharge 


2c red “ . 

5c blue 

roc yellow brown “ e 
Cuba.—The 2c stamp of the United 


States has now appeared with the sur 
{Me es rT) . = o. } | 
charge “ 2c. Each hows the 
error ‘““CuPA’”’ on the 


sheet s 
ggth stamp. 

We have received the United States 

cards surcharged for use in 

The surcharge is in a single 

ine exactly as shown in our illustra- 


L 


»¢ stal 


‘ 
Cuba. 
l 


tion below, in the right hand 


just underneath the stam] 


Ii} 


corner 


Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
Surcharged on U.S 
2c red, black surchai 
Postal cards. 
Surcharged 
€ U BA. 

1c de peso on tc black 


2¢ 2C 


BELGIUM.—The 35c stamp with 
Sunday label has now appeared in 
brown violet instead of 
previous shade. 


brow n, its 


Adhe sve § lamp 
ea 7 ¢ > > 
Perforated 14x13 % 
35c violet brown 
BRAZIL.—We have received some 
additional surcharges on newspaper 
stamps which we chronicle below. 
We also find various new varieties 
chronicled by our European con- 
temporaries 


Adhesive stamps. 


Provisional issue surcharged on 


newspaper stamps. 
Perforated. 
zor on tor gray blue, black sur- 
charge 











LSS 


scr on sor blue green, blue sur The Monthl, 


Journal has dis- 
charge 


covered that almost all the values of 
1oor on sor yellow green, red sur-_ the issues from 1868 to 1893 which 

charge have generally been catalogued as 
perforated 12 all around, exist in that 


7oor OM 500r orange, ¢* surcharge 


1,ooor On 70or orange, ii perforation as well as perf. 11 4x12. 
7OOr ON Soor green, ? . We publish herewith the list, as given 





by our contemporary, of the varieties 
BRITISH GUIANA.—The surcharg- ound in the two perforatio1 


ing business has again been actively 1868. Large stam] 
taken in hand, envelopes and stamps Perf. 11 4x12 

without distinction being the present 2c light greer 

sufferers. It appears that the supply 2c bright red 

of 2c stamps must have run short, as 6c red brown. dar 


the 1oc and 15c adhesives as well as 
the sc envelopes have beer surcl urged 
with that value. : 
; Perf. 12 
Adhesive stamps. . 
deeper greer 


Provisional issu¢ rc Gull red 
Surcharged TWO CENTS 6c brown, red brow 
Perforated 15c gray, light gray, blue gr: 
2c on ioc red and blue black, black 1868—7¢ val a 
surcharge 
] 7 1 Perf 11 4x! 
2c On 15¢c DI nd re rown ck 
sure roe 72‘ i) CK 
[¢ vellow 
Enve 
2C gree! 
Provisio1 é o lett beioht 
2c on sc | ' ick sure oe. whit 5c gray (large) 
papel 5c gray (sa 
( on 5¢ b bl CK § r¢ T y T wl y + 


I [2 
CANADA.—We find that we have (Cc greenisl 
omitted to chronicle the 2c envelope 1c yellow, orang 
issued in purple, which appeared som« 2c green, yellow gre 
time in January and was withdrawn sc dull red, bright red 
almost immediately from circulatior 6c brown, chestnut WI 
There are conflicting reports as to the 1oc Carmine pink, redd 
quantity of this variety sold to the '880 Smee - 
public, but there can be but little al os Ott 
question that the supply was com- =~ aie 
paratively a small one. 2c DIACK 
We have also received specimens Perf. 12 
of the old 3° envelope, ro77 issue, YA black, black o 
surcharged “ 2c”’ in the same type as 1893 
the surcharge on the envelope of 1898 , 4 
Envelopes i, oe BS -— . 
2c purple, white paper ™ Bray> b Bf . 
2c on 3c red (1877 issue), black sur- Perf. 12 
charge 8c blue gray 


a Oe 
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CHINA.—Wei-hai-wei.—Our corres- 
pondent. Mr. Benjamin, informs us 
that Provisional stamps of the values 
of 2c and 5c were recently issued 
in this treaty port, and the Monthly 
Journal gives the following descrip- 
tion : 

“ The design consists of a circular 
band, enclosing Chinese characters, 
lettered ‘c & co’ above and ‘w Hw’ 
below, with a star at each side ; out- 
side the circle, at the corners of the 
stamp, are ‘2c’ at top and ‘c,’ ‘Pp’ at 
bottom. ‘c « co’ stands for Cornabé 
& Co., the contractors for carrying 
the mails, ‘c p’ for Courier Post, and 
the characters in the center are the 
contractors’ ‘chop’ or monogram. 
The whole thing is engraved (?) in the 
roughest possible style, and is im- 
pressed in black on red Chinese paper. 
Imperforate, of course.” 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperforate. 

2c black on red 

5¢ 

COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — We 
have now received the roc stamp in 
the new type. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 


> brown on lilac rose paper 





Santander.—A 5c stamp of a new 
type has made its appearance and we 
present the illustration herewith 

Adhesive stamp. 


co LOM BIA 





esi. 
CENTAVOS~ 


Perforated. 
5c,black on rose 





EGYPT.—One of our friends has 





just sent us a new postal card issued 
on March rst, being the old 5 mil- 
liémes card surcharged 4 milliémes. 
We understand that the reply card 
has been similarly treated. 

Postal card. 


4m on 5m rose, black surcharg 
4xX4m On 5x5m rose, black surc heres 


GREAT BARRIER ISLAND.—The 
Philatelic Record has received from 
Whitfield King & Co. a stamp ap- 
parently type set, bearing a fanciful 
design with the words “ Great Barrier 
Island Special Post 1s.” The stamp 
is oblong, printed in blue on white 
watermarked paper, and perforated 
with a sort of rough pin perforation 
13. Our contemporary states that 
the Great Barrier Island is a long 
strip of land somewhere off the coast 
of New Zealand, and it is said that 
the stamps are used to prepay letters 
from the island to Auckland by 
private ships. 

Adhesive stamp 

Rough perf. 13 


1s pale blue 


HONG KONG.--Mr. A. O. 
has submitted to us an unchronicled 
Hong Kong Revenue used for pos- 
tage. It is our type No, R14 but the 
stamp is the 2c gray, watermarked 
Crown and C, C., instead of the 2c 
lilac watermarked Crown and C. A., 
which has been given in the catalogue 
for some time. The stamp is can- 
celled June 17, 1881, and appears to 
be genuine beyond question. 


Revenue stamp used for postage. 


Cooper 





Watermarked Crown and C. ( 
2c gray 
INDIA.—A 3 pies stamp, somewhat 


similar in design to the 9 pies which 
was recently withdrawn, has now 


made its appearance 











Adhesive stamp 
Watermarked Star 
Perforated 14. 
3 pies carmine 
The Monthly 


new 


Sirmoor. 
received four 
phant type. 


values 
ae , 
Adhesive slamps 
Jerf ted 
Perforated. 
3a yellow greer 
dark gree 


deep blue 


+ 
8; 
Ir vermillor 


MALTA A was annouced SOI 


time ago, the present et 
nriched by rnew 
4 lamp 
Watermarked Crown and C.A 
>» ‘ + 
Pe O! eC 
4p orang? 
5p rose 
25 6p olive 


10oS Gark 


Helmricl 
and 


their 


MBEXICO.—Mr. German 
has sent us 
2c cards which have 
appearance. The he 
card is green and the inscriptions are 
blue, and the stamp on the 2c card is 
with tl 


specimens oF new It 
just made 


stamp of t 


red, inscriptior n red 
brown 


Postal cards 





1c green, white, blue inscription 
(Servicio Urbano) 

2c red, white, red brown inscription 
(Servicio Interior) 
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NEW SOUTH WALBS.—We have 
received a new gp stamp surcharged 
on 1op brown. It is similar to the 
previous stamp ol that variety except 
that the surcharge now n 
mm., instead of 14%mm. as before. 

We have the new 
2%p stamp which is printed in Prus- 
sian blue, the design remaining the 


casures 13 


also received 


same as before and the new % 
value printed in dark blue green. 

The London Phi/atelist has also re 
ceived the 6p in orange, and as this 
value appeared only a short time ago 
in green, we pr that color 
will become scarce in 1 near future 

Adhesive stamp 

Watermarked Crow nd N. S. W 

Perforated. 

n r1op red brow1 Ir 
charge measuring 13mn 

%p dark blue green 
2p Prussian bl 

orange 

QUEENSLAND.—The S/amp C 
lectors Fortnightly has received the 
2%p stamp in the same type as the 
carmine one recently issued, but 
printed in violet on blue paper 

Adhesive stamp 

Watermarked O and Crown. 

Perforated. 
»tin violet hine nane: 
272p violet, Diue paper 

SAMOA.—/i/ateli Facts and 
Fallacies has received a new 2%p 
surcharge, he 1p green being used 


instead of the 1s rose which was sur 
igo. The 


charged a few months ago 


type remains the same. 
Adhesive stamp 
Provisional issue 
Peforated 11% 

2M%p on ip green, black surcharge . 


SAN MARINO.—Stamps of a 
design of the values of 2 and 5 cen- 
tesimis have been issued here, it being 


new 
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stated that they are intended for in- 
ternal use. 


Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Crown 
Perforated 14. 


2c chocolate 
5c brown orange 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—The Month- 
ly Journal states that a few of the 
2sh 6p and 5sh stamps were sur- 
charged for official use in 1890 and 
1891. <A few of the 5sh stamps were 
used for postage but none of the 
2sh 6p. 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked S. A. and Crown. 

2sh 6p violet, black surcharge, thin 
type 

5sh rose, black surcharge, thick type 

5sh rose, black surcharge, thin type 


Pahang —We copy the 
from the Monthly Journal: 

‘Our publishers were shown some 
time back what professed to be a 
Provisional 2c stamp, formed from 
half of a 5c of the 1891 type, but 
were doubtful whether it was worthy 
of notice. We are shown an 
envelope, postmarked ‘ Ulu Pahang, 
20 Sep., ‘97,’ bearing several of these 
provisionals, which have all the ap- 
pearance of being authentic. With 
the exception that the stamps are 
divided diagonally, instead of ver- 
tically, these appear to have been 
issued in the same form as the ‘1d’ 
on half 6d of Tobago. The sheets 


following 


now 


Ors 
.S Ge 

»~ 
ot 

procs 


Ge 





must have been divided into strips 
containing halves of adjoining stamps, 
and in the copies before us the we 
half of each stamp is surcharged ° 
and the lower ‘2c,’ with the original 
figure ‘ 5’ crossed out. The surcharge 
is in MS., in red, and accompanied 
by initials. Possibly both 2c and 3¢ 
stamps ran short, and this plan was 
adopted to avoid complicating ac- 
counts by altering the value of the 
complete stamp. As we stated above, 
these look all right, but we should be 
glad of further information as to their 
character.” 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

2c red on half of sc blue 
3c red on half of sc blue 


SWITZERLAND.—The 5< 

has been issued in a new color 

ly, blue green, to conform 

Postal Union regulations 

the 25c stamp will soon 

by assuming the blue tint 
Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 11%. 

5c blue green 


stam} 
, name 
with the 
No doubt 


-follow 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA rhe 
Lllustriertes Briefmarken Journa: 
has received the 2p stamp in a new 
color, the design remaining the same 
as before. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C, A 
2p yellow 


$5059! ee 


Pre OP > Op) 
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Communication. 


IpswicH, (ENGLAND), February 21st, 1899 
THE Scott STAMP AND Coin Co, LIMITED, 
18 East 23rd Street, New York. 

Dear Sirs :—In the last issue of the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY, 
Mr. Nankivell, in referring to our forthcoming catalogue, refers to us as 
““exclusively new-issue dealers,’ a term which is no more applicable to us 
than it is to yourselves, as a perusal of our price-lists, both wholesale and 
retail, will easily prove. It is true that for some years past we have made a 
speciality of supplying all the new issues as soon as they come out, but this 
is but a small part of our business, which as you know has been established 
for thirty years. 

We shall be glad if you will insert this letter in your next issue, as the 
erroneous statement that our business is confined exclusively to new issues is 
calculated to injure us. 

Yours faithfully, 
WHITFIELD KinG & Co. 


The ¢ ‘ollectors ( ‘lub, 


351 FourTH AVENUE, N. Y. 


Thirty-seventh meeting of the Board of Governors, held at the Club 
House, February 23, 1899. 

Vice-President Bruner, called the meeting to order, at 8.30 p- mM. The 
following Governors being present: Bruner, Calman, Luff, Perrin, Scott, 
Stebbins and the Secretary. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read and approved, 
the Secretary stated that at the request of Mr. C. P. Krauth, through Mr. 
Luff, he had issued a two week’s visitor's ticket to Dr. Hazzard, of Pittsburg, 
ra. 

The Committee on Headquarters made a full report and the Governors 
thereupon Resolved, that the Committee be authorized to close for a lease of 
3 years, of house 41 E. rgth Street, at $1,800 per year, provided that proper 
repairs be made as suggested by the Committee, also provided that a bonus 
of $1,000 for the first two years and $500 for the third year be paid by the 
owners should the lease be cancelled at owner's request. 

Amended as follows: In case that the above negotiations fall through 
then the President is hereby authorized to renew the present lease of 351 
Fourth Avenue, and the Committee shall proceed to make the alterations 
necessary toextend the billiard room. Motion, as amended, was duly carried. 

The Secretary was instructed to call a special meeting as soon as he 
heard from the Chairman of Committee on Headquarters that the negotia- 
tions about house 41 E. roth Street, have been closed 

Adjourned at g 20 P. M. 

J. M. ANDREINI, Secretary. 
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Thirty-eighth meeting of the Governors held at the Club House, March 
13, 1899. 

Called to order by President Thorne at 8.15 Pp. M., the following 
Governors being present: Messrs. Bruner, Scott, Stebbins, Perrin and 
Luff. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. Luff was appointed Secretary 
pro tem 

lhe reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

The Treasurer’s report was received, showing a balance of $498.11 cash 
in hand 

The Secretary pro tem read several letters and the report of C hairman of 
House Committee was received. 

Special Committee on alterations of billiard room reported they had 
carried out the Governor’s instructions. Mr. Scott presented estimates of 
cost of laying a new floor in the billiard room, and upon motion, duly 
seconded and carried, he was empowered to have a new floor laid at an ex- 
pense of $40, and to have the room papered and painted. 

Upon motion, the President appointed Messrs. Bruner and Stebbins a 
Committee to look for and purchase a billiard table. 

The Chairman of House Committee was authorized to buy two new pool 
balls to replace damaged ones. 

Adjourned 9.05 P. M. 

Joun N. Lurr, Secretary pro tem. 


Staten Island Philatelic Society. 


Special meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Society held Feb. 21st, 
1899, at Loescher’s Hotel, Stapleton, S. I., N. Y. 

The meeting was called to order at 8.30 Pp. M., with the following mem. 
bers present: President August Dejonge in the Chair, Messrs Oscar 
Dejonge, Robt. H. Benary, Adolph Lienhardt, Edgar R. Carter, Robt. S. 
Lehman and Hugo Kessler. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were, accepted as read. 

Mr. Benary moved that the meeting nights of the Society be changed 
from the third Wednesday to the third Tuesday of each month. ‘The motion 
was carried unanimously, and the Constitu ion was so amended. 

Our member Mr. P. G. Tessier, of St. Johns, N. F., sent a set of new 
issues of his country, to be incorporated in the collection of the Society. 

Mr. Frank A. Knoll sent calendars for 1899, direct to all members of 
the Society. 

Mr. Adolf Reinheimer sends copies of Der PAilatelist for November 
15th and December 15th, 1898, containing an elaborate article by him on 
the U.S 3c of 1851~—1857. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the kind donors. 

Communications were received from Dr. Rohre and Dr. Odendall send- 
ing greétings to all members of the S. I. P_ S., which are duly reciprocated. 

Mr. Carter moved that $5.00 be appropriated to purchase a set of U.S 
Pertodical stamps for the Society’s'‘album. ‘The motion was carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.45 P. M., after’ which followed exhibi- 
tion of stamps. 


«tA 


ROBERT S. LEHMAN, Sec’y. 











Scott Stamp & Coin Go... 


LIMITED. 
18 EAST 23d STREET, NEW YORK. 


APRIL BARCAINS. 


IMPERFORATE STAMPS OF CUBA, PORTO RICO 
AND PHILIPPINES. 


We have secured a small supply of these interesting varieties, which we 


ffer at the subjoined rates : 
Paits supplied at same rate : 

















foals Maas 


CUBA 
1876, 50c, ; 50 | 1878, 12% 
{ peseta, , - &.co — 
1877, 124%c, 50 .. oe 
> ee, ; .50 = 1 peseta, 
1878, 5C, ! 50 
PORTO RICO, 
1877, 5¢, . -75 | 1878, 5c, 
ora : 75 Soe 
pike.) 75 ” 1 peseta, 
ek 75 | 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
875, ac, 1.00 | 1877, 25m, 
= 12¢, 1 50 " 50m, 
: 25C, 1.00 3 100M rose, 
5 toc blue, . £00 $ room green, 
877, 0.0625¢, 00; “ 200m 
10 per cent. discount. 


ORDER AT ONCE AS SUPPLY IS VERY LIMITED. 


CUBA PLATE NUMBERS. 


ALL BOTTOMS AND LEFTS. 


C: §65. 


2oc per plate, either position. 






50 


1.00 
1.00 


1.50 
1.50 
1.00 


5° 


2.50 
2.50 
1.50 


C: §§6, 561, 562, 563, 568, 569, 570, 571, 593, 594, 595, 759, 760, 761, 762, 


763, 764, 765,776,777. 
2oc per plate, either position. 
C5 393 
75c per plate, either position. 


Cuban Stamps Surcharged in Puerto Principe. 


ALIL USHD. 


! CENTS on 1m orange brown, 5.00 


3c on 1c black violet, 


| 2c on 2m orange brown, . 200 sconic “* 
2conem “ “ small 2, 5.00 roconic “ " 
* 2.50 5c on %m blue green, 
c On “ 24 “small 3, 5.00 





10 per cent. 


discount. 


2.50 
2.50 
6.00 
7-50 


Scott Stamy & Soin So., 


LIMITED. 


18 EAST 23d STREET, NEW YORK, 


APRIL BARGAINS. 


United States Newspaper and Periodical Stamps. 
1895S ISSUE. 
We offer these as follows : 
Sets containing reprints of the $5.09, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00 and $100.00: 
All perforated on 4 sides, $6.50 
Pairs and blocks at same rate. 
Plate numbers: mixed positions, : the set, $25.00 
Sets containing originals of all values. except the $5.00 : 
Perforated on 3 sides, . ' $8.50 


on 4 sides, 10.cO 


Plate numbers: mixed positions, the set, 35 


Stamps marked (*) are unused. 
*United States—Surcharged Porto *Gwalior, 5 rupees, > ae 
Rico—1, 2, 5, 10c, the set, .30 *Montenegro, Jubilee Issue, 1806, 


*Same, perf. all around, the set,  .35 1, 2, 3,5, 10n. the set, 
Angra, 1899, 15r, ; .©3 *Montenegro, Jubilee Issue, 1896, 


“1899, 257, _ . 05 15, 20, 25. 3°, 50m, the set, 1. 

*British Guiana, 1899, 2c on 10c,.08 *Montenegro, Jubilee Issue, 1896 

es a 1899, 2c On 15c, .c8 fl, : 

*Canada, 1899, Envelope, 2c pur- * Montenegro, Jubilee Issue 1896, 
ple, , .50 

*Colombian Republic, 1899. IC, 2 *New South Wales, 18909 

me. 2 18y9, 5c, .06 blue, 

* “ se 1899, roc, . *Persia 1889 Pe Pa Se Pe te 

*Panama, Registration stamp, sur 5k, catalogued $3.59, the set, 
charged on 1oc orange, .25 *Philippine Islands, 1898, © 4m , 

*Santander, 1899, 5c, . ; .06 orange brown, . ei 

*Crete, 1899, 10, 20pa,_ the set, . *Philippine Islands, 1898, 4c 

*Cuba, surcharged on U.S., 2c, .04 orange, ‘ , 

*Curacao, 1895, 2 4c on 30C¢ gray, ~ Ponta Delgada, 1899, 15r, 
catalogued $ro oo, ; 5.00 4 1899, 257, 

*Hungary, new watermark, 1, 3, eid 1899, 4p, 
5, 10k, : : the set, .15 *Samoa, 1899, 2}2p on ip, 

*Hungary, new watermark, 20, 24, *surinam, 1898, 10c on 12%c, 
30k, : ‘ . theset,.so * “ 1898, ‘10c on 15¢€, 

*Hungary, new watermark, news- = 4 1898, 10c On 20C, 
paper 1k, . ‘ ‘ ye: .* * 1898, 10c on 30Cc, . 

*Gwalior, 2 rupees, ' . 1.75 “Switzerland, 1899, 5c yellow 
= 3 rupees, . ; 2.25 green 


10 per cent. discount on Single Stamps. 








